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Editorial

The Village and theworld

Wars.As a global power it was
in the process of replacement
by two new supepowers, USA
and USSR.There was no way
that Britain could retain its hold
on to the Indian Empire much

ndia got its independence

1947, at a time, when th
world felt the destructive
impact of two World Wars.
Some historians tend to belie
that India got her independen
due to Satyagraha moveme longer
led by GandhiThis agument is Gandhis teachings have not
far from reality Great Britain prevailed in the country which
was exhausted as a result of tWorld is proud of his legacyrhe main dificulty
has been the transplantation of the
Gandhian ideal of early twentieth century
The circumstances in the second half of
the twentieth century witnessed the
emegence of market economyThe
contemporary digital world is entirely
devoid of ethical religion.

Nearly sixty years after Gandgi’
death, the capitalist model and morality
have become the norm. Even the
Communist leader of China, Deng
Xiopeng exhorted to his countrymetit
is glorious to be rich.’The political class
and the elites of modern India have
embraced Deng’ dictum as
enthusiastically as the Chinese in Beijing,
Shanghai and Guangdong, and also as the
as strongly as thA&mericans themselves.
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The world to-day is in the grip of world; for my spiritual needs the
consumerismThis is reducing the life in world is my village’’
the globe unsustainabl®inod Saighal in
his thought-provoking article,'Gandhi’s Gandhi was the ideologue of the

legacy vital for Indias global aspiratioh’ village. Individual is at the centre of the

(The $atesman 19 September 2019, p.village. A group of villages encompass in

07) agues, concentric circles. The structure is
“If the world has to save itself composed of a group of villageShere
from self-destruction, GandBbi’ will be ever widening-circles, which are
non-violence must become thenever ascending circleghis is what he
leitmotif of a globalised world, characterised as ‘Oceaning circl&his is
and a reformed UN structure thawhat he pronounced as Gram Swaraj.
would make non-violence Gandhi explained,'If there ever is to
between states the norm for 21sbe a republic of every village in India,
century The United Nation has then | claim verity of my picture in which
adopted October 2, the birththe last is equal to the first, or in other
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhiwords, no one is to be the first and none
as World Harmony Day It was the last Harijan, 28 July 1946).
Mahatma Gandhi who sailFor Sarvodaya(the uplift of alt) was the ideal
my wodly needs my village is myof his political philosophy




National Committee for Linguistic and
Communal HarmonyCalcutta, July1977,

MANIFESTO, 1972

or 25 years now India i \ J= towards the enemylhis was
Fon the crossroads \ ' not because the peasant, the
history. India since 1947 is p‘ ; artisan, the merchant or the
nation-state; it rightly reject “)Y scribe was less loyal than the
any two-nation doctrine an 3 : warrior but because the
cannot nurse a multi f"’) A citizen of one kingdom could
nationality objective. ¢ not fomet the homes of

All our edifying |¥ ’ 1 kinsmen or shrines for
endeavour for unity off [ i pilgrimage in the other
unification has been despite kingdom.The people whether

the historic fact that India is a country ofin the north or in the south, whether
diverse languages and religions with variedubscribing to monotheism or polytheism,
customs and traditionsAlso that—except whether speaking an elite speech or a
for three generations following the rise ofvernacular dialect, whether writing from left
Chandragupta Maurya (c 320 B. C.) and foto right or from right to left shared with
four generations following the rise Akbar, | pride a common civilisation and
the Great Moghul (152&. D.)—the sub-| strengthened this synthesis from generation
continent had not enjoyed the blessings db generation.
political unity in the past. The architects of India’ freedom and
Through two millennia and more, beforethe makers of our republican constitution
the British conquest of the entire countryhad realized that what had saved India or
there were frequent wars between the ruljnbpdian civilisation through centuries of
dynasties of neighbouring principalities;foreign invasions and internal feuds was this
wars which sometimes covered generationguest for unity The unity was sought in
These wars evoked highest standards| dfrmony and concord and not through
chivalry in both the feudal lord and theconformity and intolerance. The
common man. But the common man oprBrahmavidya of thé/edic Age was not the
either side did not accumulate any rancounonopoly of high birthThe Buddha spoke
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in vernacular dialects and had no objectiooentre and the states came to the prompt
to admit to the Dharma an untouchable marescue of the oppressed. But th&sam and
or a fallen womanAsoka had his edicts Telengana aies took much time—too
composed in popular medium and even hatiuch time—to attract the custodians of law
them engraved in two altogether fdifent | and order Centre was well seized of the
scripts.Asoka ordered the highestfiofals | grossly materialist incentives of the
to be ever busy in &fcting concord and antisocial elements masquerading as
harmony between great and small, betwedanguage zealots iAssam and elsewhere,
plainsmen and tribal folk, between believerbut being itself a victim of schizophrenia
in the Kings dharma and others. In fagtbetween English and Hindi in the central
Asoka set the norm for our modern seculaand international level, the Centre took
state that no language, no religion or néamentably much time to acthis has added
people should thrive at the cost of otherdo the confusion in peopke’'mind all over
Akbar in a more dffcult age sought the the countryAre the safeguards for minority
same and in his zeal even set up ditiaf | rights, as provided in our constitution, not
religion accommodating all benefits in thesufficient directives?The framers of our
empire. Two generations beforédkbar, a | constitution were certainly not half-hearted
great saint had laid the foundation of| an their professed concern for the minorities.
religion which openly preached and deeplLertainly Bhim RadAmbedkar Abul Kalam
practised the essential unity betweezad, Harendra C. Mukherjee and
Hinduism and IslamThe language of Guru Jawaharlal Nehru looked forward to unity
Nanak accommodated the Sanskrit as welhrough harmony and concord and not
as theArabic (Iranic) usage then current |nthrough conformity and intoleranc&/hen
India. Centuries later when the BritishNetaji coined the expressionszad Hind or
began using the diverse languages anthi Hind, he wanted to emphasize Sanskrit
religions of India to their administrative as well asArabic (Iranic) elements in our
advantage, Raja Rammohan Roy spoke gpeech and in our religion.
modern terms of the Essential Unity of Whether the political or secular unity of
Religions, but sought authority in thé&eda, | India is a result of British rule or is an
the Buddha and the Sikh Guru, also in theutcome of Indian modernism, this unity is a
Bible and the Koran. treasure which we must preserve and
The bi-centenary year of Rammoharpromote.That treasure will break into pieces
Roy has witnessed grave violence and brut#l any single linguistic group indulges in a
persecution on the score of speech. |Ireign of terror in any one state. If, however
previous years instances of persecution| dhe sword is used to decide the future of any
communal and religious minorities hadone language, that sword will inevitably
sometimes occurred and rightly both thenake a shambles of our nation-state. Let
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people all over India think in terms of ourcultural heritage.” The convention was
past as well as of future and come forward tattended by delegates froAssam, Bihar
advise and aid the Government when we atgaryana, Orissa and Punjab; among such
at the crossroads of history delegates being Hon’ble Harihar Mahapatra
Calcutta—the city of Raja Rammohan(Judge of Patna) and Shri. G. Rarewala
Roy, Henry LouisVivian Derozio and Mirza| (Amritsar). This convention set up a
Galib—has the layest collection of National Committee; Dr G S. Dhillon,
different linguistic and religious Speaker Lok Sabha, is among the patrons
communities, and almost from its beginningf the Committee.
Calcutta has been symbol of Modern India The sacred duty of preservation and
both in commerce and culturéhe people| promotion of Indias integrity can be
who earn their bread in Calcutta are thudischaged only it the other cultural and
mutually tolerant of each othHer speech, commercial centres, that is, the entire
The people of Calcutta feel distressed thatountry can be harnessed to this ta%ke
elsewhere people speaking Nepali (Gorkhapiroposedill India Convention at New Delhi
or Khaskura), Santhali (Mundari or Oraonwill no doubt chalk out a programme and
or Bengali find themselves helpless anhdlevise ways and means to save the unity of
insecure because of their native speechndia. Fully cognizant of the material
Thus a number of Calcutta citizensviability, that is, economic unity and of the
representing  diérent religious and moral viability, that is cultural unityof the
linguistic groups and subscribing toRepublic of India, we have the sole
different ideologies, set up i@ctober 1972 objective of preserving and promoting the
a Committee to call aAll India Convention| integrity of India. We thus believe in the
on Linguistic and Communal Harman@n | rights of linguistic and religious components
17 November 1972 afill India Convention| of the nation. If not repugnant to the cause
was accordingly held under theof unity, every such group should have
chairmanship of Hon'ble Sankar Prasadinfettered right to practise its own faith and
Mitra (C. J., Calcutta High Court) at theto speak its own speechhus, in all fields,
Ramakrishna Mission Institute of Cultureeducation or employment, culture or
which “seeks to present a propereligion, there should be no restraint on
interpretation and appraisal of India freedom to speak in oree'own way




Gandhism and Humanism

M. N

very interesting report

“Gandhiji's Last Discussio
with Fellow Workers” has just bee
published by Sri Pyarelal.The
discussion took place “during the fir
half of December1947,” that is to
say hardly two months before t
great tragedy! dont know if the
Mahatrna had any premonition

. Roy

oleration.

,ﬁhatma Gandhi

what was comingA psychic person

who firmly believed that God was workin
through him could conceivably have su
clairvoyance. It is all a matter ¢
predisposition. In any case, what he said
that occasion seems to have come out of
depth of his heart, and therefore should
regarded as a part, if not the whole, of |
testament.

For the moment, | do not propose
appraise the testamerfithat will have to be
done some day for the sake of history &
truth. Meanwhile, Sri Pyarelalreport makes
it easy for me to answer a question which |
of late been put to me repeatedWhat is the
difference between Gandh§iteachings anc
the so-called New Humanism®m | not
behaving like the biblical man who came
scof and stayed to pray?

Until now, my public reply to the
guestion has been begging it. | have sim
suggested than the interrogator should jud
and if he believed than there was

&

between Gandhism and
| would not demut have all

difference
gHumanism,
ﬂélong bean a critic of Gandhism, frankly
f doubtful about the claim that itfefs the only
OI'{'ope for mankind. If my doubt was proved to
ﬂb% unfounded, | would readily stay to pray
t_)ﬁut | never came to sdpfmy criticism and

"doubt have never been prejudiced or
malicious. Even nowl do not feel that | was
tc(Nrong, although | do feel a strong sympathy
for those who are desperately trying to
ngifferentiate Gandhism from the practices of
triumphant nationalism, which still professes
3B worship the Mahatma as its patron saint.
That however does not mean that | have
suddenly  discovered Humanism in
GandhismThe sympathy is for an endeavour

Q0 stand by one’conviction.
The Mahatma did have some humanist
tendency and he was a moralis. such he
pIP{as claimed my homage. But he was rather a
Yfumanitarian than a humanistThe
"®istinction is not generally madéhe desire

)
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to do good to all men without discriminatignto be guided by the questionable maxim that
is very laudable. But it does not necessatrilthe end justifies the means. Faith in God is
mean to place the highest values in nidre | the sheet-anchor of Gandhism. For that
Mahatma did not regard man as the end igdistinction, it may be regarded as superior to
himself, but as the means for the operation ddlumanism by the faithful. But others may
the purpose of Godlhis may be a sublime differ. Here | do not raise that issue. Now the
view of file; but it deprive man of freedom point is that, if God Himself endorses the
and sovereign creativenesBherefore it is| maxim that the end justifies the means, how
not humanism. Moreovein this attitude of| can it be rejected by Gandhisihat God
surrender to a superhuman will, one may findoes is good; man cannot be better than God.
justification for having done what he wouldYet, to have rejected the maxim, not only in
not do as a free agent. theory but also in practice, is said to be one of
In the last days of his life, the Mahatmahe most distinctive merits of Gandhism. |
was painfully conscious of having devintedhave always been doubtful in this respect;
from the path of truth and nonviolence. Buhow my doubt is borne out by the authority of
the sublime attitude of surrender to a highehe Mahatma himself.
power enabled him to disown the The first principle of Gandhism—that
responsibility for his awn action. Humanismman can only serve the purpose of God—
leaves no such convenient loopholes; it holdsaused the failure of the Mahatmalttempt
man responsible for his action, ando introduce morality in politics to “purify
consequently dérs greater guarantee againspolitics"—a failure admitted by himself and
possible deviation from the chosen path c number of his closest associates. For the
rectitude. It claims freedom, and deserves #ame reason, religious moralists of all ages
by assuming responsibilityThe Gandhist| and all countries preached divine doctrines
view of life offers the comfortable freedomonly to be set aside in practice by their
from responsibility in return for the surrendeiprofessed followers. Humanism agrees with
of the freedom of human judgment. Gandhism as regards the importance of the
Sri Pyarelal reports the Mahatmapurity of means; but its demand for morality
exclaiming penitentially :‘My eyes have| in politics Is more uncompromising; and it
now been opened. | now see that name bblds that, so long as power remains the
non-violence was not real non-violence. Gothasic incentive of political practice, it
had purposely scaled my eyes as he wanteddannot conform strictly with professed moral
accomplish His great purpose through meprinciples.
That purpose being accomplished, He has Gandhism also is supposed to reject
restored to me my sightWith this attitude,| powekrpolitics. On this point, Sri Pyarelal’
any human delinquency could be justified. Iteport throws a flood of light. In course of the
brings God down in the world of pragmatismgdiscussion, the Mahatma is reported to have
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said : “The conception of non-violence as t
weapon of the strong must remain a chim

héhere is another way of looking at it. He was
erhe all-powerful Why should he want more,

and a dream, and non-violence has no futurehich might indeed be less?

as a world power and harbinger of univer
peace, unless it could be shown to be capz
of retaining and defending the power which
had helped to win; in other words, unless
could successfully act upon and guide pew
politics.” That is clear enough; Gandhism
not against powepolitics; it would not
participate in the practice directliput only
guide it. It is further admitted that it has be
instrumental in the attainment of power (by
political party) and wants to prove it
capacity to retain and defend pow§&ince
admittedly Gandhism approved of politic
practice in pursuit of powert could not
insist upon the purity of means.

During the discussion, some of h
followers advocated that true Gandhis
(other than political Congressmen) shol
enter the Government to “use it for t
purpose of building up a non-violent soci
order” The Mahatma disagreed, insistir
upon the spread ofai Tallin (new education)
to create an atmosphere in which ng
violence would triumph. New Humanisi
proposes to do the same. Is it not following
the footsteps of the Mahatma? He added {
those who have come to powtranks to the
misuse of the instrument of non-violence &
to the will of God that he should condor
their questionable practice, they would h

sal  The Gandhist attitude towards political
alpewer became still clearer when the
iMahatma proceeded to visualise the result of
ithe Nai Talim : “By abjuring power and
edevoting ourselves to pure selfless service of
ighe voters, we can guide and influence them.
It would give us far more real power than we
can have by going into the governmeft.
eistage may come when the people themselves
anay feel and say that they want us and no one
selse to wield poweiThe question could then
be considered. | shall most probably be not
alalive then. But when that time comes, the
Sanghs will produce from amongst them
some one who will take over the reins of
isadministration. By that time, India shall have
stbecome an idealt&te.”
Ild Later on, he added : “¥\can send men of
neour choice without going into the government
aburselves.”And “Today we have our own
1gGovernment. Under adult Stdge, if we are
worth our salt, we should have that hold upon
nthe people that whomsoever we may choose,
mshould be returned.Then again,‘Suppose
iyou dont take power but gain hold on the
hptiblic, you will be able to return at the polls
whomsoever you may wish. Fyat
nchembership (presumably of the ruling party
neof the government) so long as the voters are
nch your hand.” Finally the peroration :

over the power to him any time he wanted:Banish the very idea of capture of power and
But he would notThat does look like an act you will be able to guide power and keep it on
¢he right path.”

ut

of supreme self-abnegation—not to
tempted by power when it is within reach.

Why should king-makers bother for
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kingship, which involves responsibility
Almightiness is irresponsibl&o aspire for
that status is hardly the same as to abj
power The use of terms like “hold on th
people,” “choose our men,” “guide power”

not accidental. Language is determined

the logic of the thought it expressésd Sri

Pyarelal testiiies that the words of wisda
that dropped from his lips on that occasi
have an exceptional significance. They
afford a glimpse into the working of his min
on the future role of constructive work i

?rationality of man. The purpose of its
practice, therefore, is to make man
uprogressively conscious of his innate
erationality and be guided by it in all his
sbehaviour Gandhism would teach man to
bsurrender his freedom of judgment to the
inscrutable Divine Will, believing that
ngoodness results from that attitude. It regards
oman only as an instrument, a means, not the
end. Humanism does not recognise any
dmetaphysical power to which man must be
nsubordinated. Its ethics

is based upon
independent India as he envisaged it, and
relation to powerpolitics.”

itationality, which is the essence of human
nature. It declares that man as man can be
We also get a glimpse into the Ideamoral, and therefore political practice being a
State of Gandhism. Someone (note théorm of human activity can be guided by
singular number) of the Gandhists willmoral principles.
gatherin his hand all the reigns of poweras Humanism reaches the same conclusion
the result of a complete hold on the peoplalso from its attitude to power
who would then do whatever they are told t&Jncompromising criticism of powepolitics
do. That might be a non-violent social orderleads it to the rejection of party-politics. In
although it will be based on emotionalthat position, political practice can do
coercion (otherwise the total regimentatiorwithout the incentive of powerin the
of opinion will not be possible). But it hardly absence of that corrupting ageneorality in
will be a democratic or humanist socialpolitical practice becomes possible. Power
order The Gandhist social order is thein as much as it means ability to do things, is
terrestrial reflection of the teleological worldnot necessarily corrupting. Centralisation of
order In the latterman is the vehicle for the power is an evil. In the Gandhist idedat®,
operation of a supdruman Divine purpose. power will be concentrated in the hand of
In the formerthe citizens will blindly follow | “someone.” That is the extremist form of
their non-violent rulers or a Benevolentcentralisation. In view of the fact that each
Despot. It will indeed be a return to thehuman being is possessed of unlimited
legendary Ram Raj. potentialities, Humanism can visualise a
As against the teleological first principlesocial order in which power will be
of Gandhism, the fallacy of its ethigsprogressively decentralised, until itis equally
deduced therefrom and its consequent failudistributed. That in short is the dérence
in practice, Humanism rests its ethics on theetween Gandhism and Humanism.
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wholesale destruction of men, women and
children as the most diabolical use of
science. What is the antidote? Has it
antiquated non-violence? No. On the
centrary non-violence is the only thing
that is now left in the fied. It is the only
thing that the atom bomb cannot destrby
did not move a muscle when | first heard
that the atom bomb had wiped out
Hiroshima. On the contraryl said to

myself, ‘Unless the world adopts non-

&

heviolence, it will spell certain suicide for
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DIRECTOR-SECRETARY’S REPORT

on
the Programmes and Activities af
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore
from October, 2022 to March, 2023

m In House Activities :

1. Celebraton of 153¢ Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi (02.10.22) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpere
organized a programme on October 2, 2(
to commemorate the 153rd Birj
Anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi at tf|f
premises of the Sangrahalaya. On
occasion, the 24th Mahatma Ganc
Memorial Award was presented \,
Ramakrishna Math and Ramakrish|

Mission, Belur Math.

The programme was started by

| opening song, performed by thrtists of

| private registered troupe of Central Bureau of

Communication, Ministry of Information &

Broadcasting, Govt. of India and it was
followed by theWelcomeAddress, delivered

by the DirectoiSecretary of Gandh
Smarak Sangrahalaya. Shri Narayan Ba g
Chairman of the Sangrahalaya W@
presided over the programme and
felicitated the Recipients of Mabhat
Gandhi Memorial Award and Mahatmj




Gandhi Nevg/ sl 7<% a Vol. 17, No. 40 SiifE-36, 039

Gandhi Memorial Orator

On behalf of the Belur Math, Swami Ritananda Ji Maharaj was present to receive
the award and after receiving the award he delivered his valuable speech. Profeysor (Dr
Hasi Banerjee, Former Professor of Department of Histdryversity of Calcutta was
present in the programme to deliver the 23rd Mahatma Gandhi Memorial Oration. Dr

Sandipan SenAssociate ProfessoiRamakrishna MissioVidyamandira, Belur Math
graced the occasion as a Guest of Honour

The programme was ended by the Closing song andfdteeof Thanks was given
by one of the @&ff Member of the Sangrahalaya.

2. Inauguration of Eco-friendly Organic Garden at the premises of Gandhi Smarak

Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore and Annual General Convocation of Sustainable
Agriculture (06.11.22) :

Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackp
in collaboration with ‘Jaibo Samid
Biotech’ had taken an initiative to devel
an Eco-friendly Oganic Garden at th

premises of the Sangrahalaydhe Eco-
friendly Omanic Garden was inaugurated at
the meeting of the Annual General
Convocation, held at thAuditorium of the
Sangrahalaya on November 6, 2022.

&
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Shri Purnendu Basu, Formg
Agriculture Minister of Government
West Bengal and Chairperson affest
Bengal $ate Council of Technical &
Vocational Education and [
Development was presided over
meeting and Smt. Dola Sen, Member
Parliament, = Government of Ind{ £
conducted the meeting. ‘\

The Members of Sustainabfe
Agriculture from various districts dfVest Bengal had come to attend the meeting. Dr
Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore had
discussed the significance of development of
such Eco-friendly Garden in the premises of
] the Sangrahalaya and he had also explained
# the future planning of such new initiative of
the Sangrahalaya to the delegates, so that it
would become a Model of sustainable
1 agriculture in this area to create a mass
awareness among the general people about the
| necessity of aanic farming in near future.
| The Oganic Farmers, who have already
involved in sustainable agriculture in féifent
parts ofWest Bengal, shared their experiences, discussed about various problems, which
have been faced by them in this field in the first session of the meeting. In the next
session various advices and suggestions regarding the sustainabiligaicdiarming
procedure were given by the expe
present in the meeting. In the Presiden
address, Shri Purnendu Basu discus
about the problems, solutions a
possibilities of sustainable agriculture a
about the rationality of sustainab
agriculture in present time. DiMamta|
Kansay IDES, Chief Executive Giter of |
Barrackpore Cantonment Board conclug
the meeting. ‘
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3. 39 Day Session of Thinkers’ & Writers’ Peace Meet (26.02.2023) :
International Society for Intercultural
Studies and Research (ISISAR)ganized
Thinkers’ and Writers’ Peace Meet froni
24 to 26 February 2023 at Kolkatala®
ISISAR in collaboration with GandH®
Smarak Sangrahalaya,

Barrackp¢

organized the 3rd day session of this Pe
Convention programme at theuditorium
of Gandhi Museum Barrackpore
February 26, 2023.

: The Delegates from several parts of
| the country came to attend the programme.
Before starting the programme the Direetor

provided them a guided tour in all the
| galleries of the museum.

Dr Sudipto Chatterjee, Secretary of
ISISAR conducted the whole programmide

34 day session of the Peace Convent
was started by singing of the favour
Bhajans of Mahatma Gandhi, followed & &*
the Welcome Address, delivered by D
Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary ‘
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore.

Smt. Padmaja lyengdtaddy Dr. Ahana
Chakraborty Shri Biplab Majee and other
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session.A new book, entitled ‘Mahatma 150’, containing the articles on Mahatma
Gandhi by noted scholars of India and abroad, edited bys&mtinath Chattopadhyay
was also released in presence of the Panelists.

Noted writers and Scholars fromfdient states of India participated in the next
session by expressing their views on Peace and Nonviolence through the reading of their
own written poems and writings.

The 3¢ Day Session oThinkers’ andWriters’ Peace Meet was concluded by. Dr
Sudipto Chatterjee, Secretary of ISISAR.

m Participatory Programme :
1. Patrticipation in 3 Days’ Programme, organized by Gandhi Seva Sangha, Laketown,
Kolkata (From January 8-January 10, 2023) :
To mark the occasion of P5year of
Gandhi Seva Sangha, located at Laketo
a 3 days’programme had beengamized
by this oganization in collaboration wit
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackp
at the auditorium of Gandhi Seva Sang
from January 8 to January 10, 2023.
The programme was inaugurated
Dr. Sankar Kumar SanyalAll India
President of Harijan Sevak Sangh
presence of DrPratik Ghosh, Directer
Secretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya Barrackpor&dbran Rudra, Chairman of
West Bengal Pollution Control Board, Shri Subrata Gangoadtayagnowned Painter
Professor Hiranmay Saha, President of Harijan Sevak Sangha and other dignitaries.
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya
Barrackpore set up a temporary exhibition on
# ‘Three Great Personalities in Photographs -
Gurudev RabindranathTagore, Mahatma
— | Gandhi and Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’
% along with some other exhibits, like Miniature
| Model of ‘Hriday Kunj Kutir of Sabarmati
| Ashram, a small model diVooden Spinning
W Wheel, Some Replicas of Gandtsji'used
Articles, Photostat copies of Gandksji’
Bengali hand writings and some hand written
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letters, written by Gandhiji by using his both hands, etc. at there and the exhibition was

e
' 09/01

/20 \46.
Barrackpore conducted several programmes at the premises of Gandhi Seva Sangha,

Laketown for the school students of several institutions of Laketown and its
surrounding areas.

2. Participation in 46" International Kolkata Book Fair (31.01.23-12.02.23) :
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
Barrackpore set up an Exhibition ¢
Book Sall at 46th Internationa

January 31 to February 12, 2023. ;
The stall had been decorated wj -
an exhibition on the continuous ever\=
of Gandhijis transformation
‘Mohan to Mahatma’. Born as Mohg
on October 2, 1869, the story of Gandkijirise from an ordinary boy to a
world-renowned Mahatma, was Vvisualized through some rare photographs of
i 7 Gandhiji's life history
o2 Along with this many
| valuable books written by and on
Mahatma Gandhi and also on the
History of Independence and
Biographies of great Personalities
and other mementos like Charkha,
etc. were kept in the stall.
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3. Participation an Online Governance and Museology Discussion Forum, organized
by ICOM International Committee for Museum Management (22.02.23) :
ICOM International Committee for MusSeu g s m—
Management (INTERCOM) in collaboration wifse Harsy
Foundation Typa, Argentina oganized an Onling
Governance and Museology Discussion For
which was designed for the Soufksia Museum
Directors Forum on Governance, Funding &
Museology on_
February 22, 2023%
On behalf of Gandhi Memorial Museum, Barrackpore
Dr. Pratik Ghosh, DirecteBecretary of the Museum
participated in this discussion forumhe Directors of
different museums of various countries from Sdgia
including India, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Srilanka, Nepal,
etc. participated in the programme and exchanged their
ideas and experiences with other museum direcidrs.topics discussed in the Forum
were the issues, which is specific to Sofifia museum context is the lack of museum
capacity building and museology courses in the region.

4. Participation in the Seminar on the
“Restoration of Museum Building:
Issues and Challenges”, organized b
Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobisf
Memorial Museum & Archives
(16.03.2023) :

Prasanta Chandra Mahalanol
Memorial Museum & Archives
(PCMMMA) under Indian Stistical
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Institute (ISI) oganized a seminar o
the “Restoration of Museum Building
Issues and Challenges” on 16 Ma
2023 at ISI CampusThe Director
Secretary of Gandhi Smar
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore was invi
as a Guest Speaker to deliver a lec
in the Seminar Dr. Pratik Ghosh|
DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smar
Sangrahalaya delivered his lecture
‘Transformation of a Museum Building to Restore the Gandhian Heritage — Case S
Gandhi Memorial Museum, Barrackpore’.

Mobile Exhibition :
. At Mahadevananda Mahavidyalaya, Barrackpore (05.01.2023) :
As a part of the programme of observatiy;
of Sudents’ Week, Mahadevanand,

F

7

b

to omanize some programmes for th %
students at the premises of their college
January 5, 2023.
The team members of Gand
Smarak Sangrahalaya ganized th
temporary exhibition on Life andctivities
of Mahatma Gandhi and on Gandlsjil8 Communal tBuctures for Redevelopment of
the Society entitled ‘India of My Dreamsat there A documentary film show on role
of Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement was also shown to the studletits.end
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of the programme the Direct&ecretary of the Sangrahalaya conductedwio-Visual
Spot Quiz on Life and\ctivities of Mahatma Gandhi for the studentie authority of
the college provided the mementos to the successful participants of the quiz programme.

2. At Barrackpore College of Education
Institute of Physiotherapy & Allied
Sciences, North 24 Parganas Distric
(05.01.2023) :

To mark the occasion of the &Republic
Day, Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalay
Barrackpore was invited by Barrackpg

- - .4 et 1)
B

il

College  of Education Institute  of
v Physiotherapy &Allied Sciences, located at
Nilgaunj area of North 24 Pganas district to
organize an Exhibition onThree Great

Personalities - Gurudev Rabindrang
Tagore, Mahatma Gandhi and Net
Subhas Chandra Bose at their institute
January 27, 2023The Exhibition was

inaugurated by Shri  Jyoti Chakrabqgrty
Karmadhakshya of North 24 Rmnas district.

In the inaugural part of the programme Shri
Chakraborty Shri Subhendu Kanijilal, Director
of Institute of Physiotherapy &llied Health
Sciences and DrPratik Ghosh, Directer
Secretary of Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya

&
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Barrackpore delivered their inaugural speechAfter visiting the exhibition a
documentary film show on Indian Freedom Movement was also shown by the museum
to the participants.

m Group Visit :

1. Group Visit by the Students of St.—
Augustine’'s Day School, Barrackpore
(November 3,4 and 7, 2022) :
The Sudents of ClassVI visited the
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya, Barrack
in group on November 3, November 4
November 7, 2022. On the first d

t second day and third day 96, 84 ant91

] students along with theifeachers came to

f visit the Sangrahalaya respectivelyfrhe

| Sangrahalaya provided the guided tour to all
the students in each group and they had been
shown the documentary film on the ‘Role of
Barrackpore in Indian Freedom Movement'.

The SchoolAuthorlty was very pleased by the cooperation of ttedf $4embers of the
Sangrahalaya for proper guidance and support to the students group during their visit in
the museum.
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2. Group Visit by the Students of Assembly;
of Christ School (November 17 and 18
2022) :
The Authority of Assembly of Christ
School Barrackpore, an ICSE and I
affiliated Christian Minority Institution hadg.
planned to visit the Gandhi Smar
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore on 17 and
Novembey 2022 for their students of clay”
VI, VII and VIII. On November 17, 2022

215 students along with their 1Ueachers
w | came to visit the museum from the
i Barrackpore branch andlQ students along
with 6 Teachers fronTitagarh Branch of the
institution visited the museum on November
18, 2022.

The Sangrahalaya ganized the
guided tour in diferent galleries for both the
group of the students and the documentary

y 37/11/20221 s
S | s

| o

Film Show on the role of Barrackpore
Indian Freedom Movement was also sho
to all of them.After visiting the museun}
the DirectorSecretary of Gandhi Smard . &
Sangrahalaya conducted a&udio-visual

G

e
17/11/2022 14:12

Spot Quiz on the life and activities of

4 Mahatma Gandhi for all the students on both
days during group visit and winners of the
spot quiz were provided the mementos by the
Sangrahalaya.
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3. Group Visit by the Students of Khetra
Mohan  Memorial High  School,
Barrackpore (10.01.2023) :

A group of 69 students of Khetra Mohg
Memorial High School, Barrackpor

| visited the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,
Barrackpore January 10, 2023 for their
educational tourThe Sangrahalaya provided

the guided service to them for visiting all the
galleries and after visiting the galleries a
Documentary Film Show was shown to them.

4. Group Visit by the Students of[~
Serampore High  School, Hooghl
District (30.01.2023) :

27 Sudents along with theifeachers fro
Serampore High School Vvisited t
Sangrahalaya on January 30, 20Z8ey
were provided the guided tour to
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5. Group Visit by the Students of Sacred
Heart Day School, Barrackporef
(February 20 and 21, 2023) :
The Sudents of Sacred Heart Day Scho|
Barrackpore visited the Gandhi Sma

and second day 39 and 52 students along with
their Teachers came to visit the Sangrahalaya
respectively The Sangrahalaya provided the
guided tour to all the students in each group
and they had been shown the documentary
film on the ‘Role of Barrackpore in Indian
Freedom Movement'.

6. Group Visit by the Students of K.B.B.N. College, Behala, Kolkata (25.02. 20)23
On February 25, 2023, 49 students
K.B.B.N. College, Behala, Kolkata alo r
with teachers visited the Sangrahalaya 8
their educational excursion purposéhey
were provided a guided tour »
Sangrahalaya and after visiting all t

galleries a documentary film show was also
| shown to them.
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7. Group Visit by the Students of Sacred|

Heart Day School, Barrackpore
(03.03.2023) :
About 85 students and their teachers
Sacred Heart Day School,
visited the Sangrahalaya for :
educational excursion purpose on March,.
2023. They were provided the guid

service to explain the exhibits of the b
museum and a documentary film show was also shown to them.

03/08/2023 13:06 &
B nali® )

8. Group Visit by the Students of Bishnupur High School, Chakdaha in Nadia District
(17.03.2023) :
On March 17, 2023 58t&dents from Bishnupur High School, Chakdaha in Nadia
District came to visit the Sangrahalaya along with their teachers and were provided with
a guided tour to explain the exhibits of the gallery of the Sangrahalaya.

<
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m Special Visit :

1. Smt. Shama Parveen, ADM, North 24 Parganas Districtcame to visit the
Sangrahalaya on December 10, 2022. She was provided with a detailed guided tour of
the  Museum. After visiting the - =1
Sangrahalaya she commented@hanks to
Dr. Ghosh for giving us a verinformative
tour of this museum. Being a student
History | got a chance to see many aspe
of our Indian Independence so closd
Really enlightened and wonderf
experiencé

10/12/2022 13:49 = 10/12/2022 43558

2. Ms. Shashi Shalini Kujur, Postmaster General, South Bengal Regiowisited the
Sangrahalaya on December 15, 202Rer visiting the galleries of the Sangrahalaya,
she commented Very systematically exhibited the Murals & di#et phases of
historical impotant events associated with Gandhiji. ey well maintained and
wonderful museum and must Visit
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3. Famous Bengali Actress Smt. Tanima
Sen visited the Gandhi Smara
Sangrahalaya, Barrackpore on 17.01.20
She was provided a guided tour in all {
galleries of the museumfter visiting the
museum she overwhelmed to visit t
surroundings of the museusn’premises

where an initiative has been taken by the
museum to cultivate the ganic farming.
After spending a lot of time in the museum
she expressed that she had an amazing time

4. We are very pleased to announce t
K. M. Mosharraf Hossain, known by
his stage-name Mosharraf Karim, a ve
famousActor of Bangladesh, who works

visit the Gandhi Smarak Sangrahala
on January 24, 2023. He was provided
guided tour in dfierent galleries of the
Museum and he also enjoyed
documentary film show on role of
Barrackpore in Indian Freedo
Movement.
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